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1.0  Overview
The China Scholarship Council (CSC) and Queensland University of Technology (QUT) are jointly offering scholarships for higher degree research students from the People’s Republic of China.
QUT is located in Brisbane, Australia and keen to work with you to ensure you that you receive a China Scholarship Council award to research at QUT.
QUT will provide a tuition fee waiver for each student selected under this program.  This tuition fee waiver is for the period of duration required to undertake a Doctor of Philosophy, which is usually for a period of 36 months.  Research Masters degrees may also be considered on a case by case basis.
CSC will provide each student selected under this program with a living allowance as prescribed by the Chinese government, a return airfare to Australia by the most economical route, visa application fees, and the cost of the Australian Government approved Overseas Student Health Cover.
2.0  Eligibility Criteria
General QUT Eligibility Criteria – See below section on application process stage 2.
1. A Masters from a recognized Chinese university equivalent to a Bachelor’s Award with Honours (1st Class or IIA) in Australia.
2. English Language Requirements – IELTS (Academic) Overall Score of 6.5 and no subscore below 6.0:  OR  TOEFL (Internet) Overall Score of 90 and no subscore below 20.

3. Research Proposal

General China Scholarship Council Eligibility Criteria

1. Citizen of PR China and residing in China at time of application
2. 2nd Year Masters Student or 1st Year PhD student at a recognized Chinese university

3. Under 35 years of age at the time of application to the China Scholarship Council

4. Agree to return to China on completion of the QUT research award.

More information is available from your university and on the China Scholarship Council website at: http://www.csc.edu.cn/
3.0  Application Process
The application process and key dates in this information package are intended for commencement at QUT in 2012.  The key dates and timelines in following years will be very similar.
Stage 1 – Finding a Supervisor and/or Expression of Interest and Preliminary Assessment of Eligibility
The first stage is finding a supervisor at QUT.  The expression of interest form of the QUT and China Scholarship Council joint scholarship program may be used.  There are further details on resources at QUT for finding a supervisor in section 4.0.  The expression of interest form of the QUT and China Scholarship Council joint scholarship program is in Appendix A.
Stage 2 – Formal Application to Queensland University of Technology
The second stage is a formal application to Queensland University of Technology.
You will need to submit the following with your application:

1. Research project proposal – see section below
2. Certified/notarized* academic transcripts of your undergraduate degree in the original language as well as the English translation.  If you can not obtain the English translation from your university, then please use a professional translation company.
3. Certified/notarized* of your undergraduate award certificate or completion certificate in the original language as well as the English translation.

4. Certified/notarized* academic transcripts of your completed postgraduate degree in the original language as well as the English translation.  If you can not obtain the English translation from your university, please use a professional translation company.
5. Certified/notarized* academic transcripts of completed postgraduate award certificate or completion certificate in the original language as well as the English translation.

6. Certified/notarized* academic transcripts of any incomplete postgraduate degree in the original language as well as the English translation.  If you can not obtain the English translation from your university, please use a professional translation company.

7. Curriculum vitae, which includes evidence of your research experience.
8. Referee reports, in English or with English translation.
9. Personal Statement

10. Certified copy of IELTS or TOEFL.  This IELTS (Academic)/TOEFL test must have been taken within two years of your intended course start date.
11. Completed QUT application form for higher degree research – You MUST indicate in section 8, that you intend to apply for a China Scholarship Council – QUT Joint Scholarship.  The form FR is located at: http://www.studentservices.qut.edu.au/pdfs/forms/fr_frm.pdf
*Copies of documents must be certified as true copies of the originals by the issuing authorities, a public notary or an authorized representative of QUT such as the agents and persons listed below in section 7.0.  QUT will accept scanned copies of documents if they have been certified by an authorized agent of QUT.  Other methods of certification may be scanned by QUT will also require the document to be sent by mail.

Once your application has been successfully assessed, then you will receive a QUT letter of offer.  With this unconditional letter of offer, then your university will use the letter in your application to the China Scholarship Council in stage 3.
Stage 3 – Formal Application to the China Scholarship Council
In approximately February to March of 2012, your university or supporting organization will make an application to the China Scholarship Council and this will include the QUT letter of offer.  The application is made by your university or supporting organization, and you will need to provide them the QUT letter of offer for a PhD.  For more information and updates on applications to the China Scholarship Council in 2012, please see council website at: http://www.csc.edu.cn/
4.0  Finding a supervisor
It is critically important that you identify a potential supervisor for your proposed research program.  When finding a supervisor, you will have to prepare a suitable research topic and have a preliminary research proposal.
The QUT Finding a supervisor website link is at: http://www.qut.edu.au/research/rhd/supervisor.jsp
5.0  Writing a Research Proposal
A research proposal will need to be no longer than 500 words.  Your proposal should be presented under the headings that provide the following information:
· Proposed title of the study

· Purpose of the proposed study

· Brief relevant background literature

· Research questions or hypothesis

· Brief research methodology including ethical considerations

· Significance of the research

· Resource required for the research

· Bibliography
Your proposal needs to be developed in collaboration with a prospective supervisor on a QUT campus.
6.0  Key Dates for Commencement in 2012
16 December 2011 – Application to QUT

Applications are open until 16 December 2011 for commencement at QUT in 2012.  For successful applications, an unconditional letter of offer is provided by QUT.

20 March 2012 – Application to the China Scholarship Council


Applicants through their university or nominating organization submit their application to the China Scholarship Council by 20 March.

End of May 2012 – Notice from the China Scholarship Council to successful awardees

The China Scholarship Council announce the final list of successful recipients of the scholarship and forward scholarship offer letters to successful candidates.

August 2012 Onwards – Successful applicants commence their PhD at QUT.

7.0  For Further Information
For in China assistance for admission and visa application enquiries, please contact:

	Shanghai:  Anais Duan, Recruitment Officer

QUT International 
	Email:
qutchina@qut.edu.au
Tel:
+86 21 6390 7092

Fax:
+86 21 5093 2703

Mobile:
+86 13621880977

	Beijing:  Mr Tao Liu, Division of Australian Affairs

Dongfang International Centre for Educational Exchange


	Email:  taoliu@cscdf.org
Tel:
+86 10 6641 0109

Fax:
+86 10 6641 2113


8.0  Frequently Asked Questions
Question:  If I do not have an IELTS or TOEFL test result, what can I provide in order to be eligible for an unconditional offer as required by the CSC?
Answer:  You must indicate that you will sit for an IELTS or TOEFL test before the closure of the applications to the China Scholarship Council in March 2012.  Applicants must complete the IELTS or TOEFL test.
Question:  I am a current Chinese PhD student.  Can I apply for a CSC scholarship?

Answer:  If you are currently a first year PhD student, it is possible with recommendations from your home university.

Question: Should I submit the referee letter and research proposal to QUT in Chinese and English?

Answer:  Only English is required.  QUT requires students to submit two referee letters and related research proposal to the university.

Question:  How long does it take until I get a letter of offer from QUT?

Answer:  About 6 weeks.

Question:  Could I just submit academic transcripts in Chinese language?

Answer:  No, the undergraduate and postgraduate academic transcripts must have a notarized English language translation.

APPENDIX A – On following Pages.
Expression of Interest for China Scholarship Council and QUT Joint Scholarship Program for Higher Degree Research
Please complete the following details if you are interested in studying a Higher Degree Research

(i.e. a PhD) at QUT through the China Scholarship Council and Queensland University of Technology Joint Scholarship Program. 

This form will be used to connect you to a potential supervisor with whom you can liaise to develop a research proposal. You will need a research proposal before you can apply on the QUT FR Admission Form.  In section 8, include the China Scholarship Council in the name of your sponsor organisation, as you intend to apply if successful in application to QUT.

http://www.studentservices.qut.edu.au/pdfs/forms/fr_frm.pdf
THIS IS NOT A FORMAL APPLICATION.  PLEASE DO NOT ATTACH ANY DOCUMENTATION.

	Personal Details
	

	First Name
	

	Surname
	

	Email Address
	

	Mobile phone
	

	Research Interest/Research Question
	

	Research Discipline Area (i.e. broad area of research for example, chemistry, nursing, etc and specific area of research.)
	Broad Area:

Specific Area:



	Please outline the topic to be investigated including the aims of the study and 5 keywords relevant to the research topic. 

(in 200 to 300 words)
	

	Have you contacted any prospective supervisor or is there any supervisor you wish to work with? If so, please advise. Please see the list of supervisors and topics at:

http://www.qut.edu.au/research/rhd/supervisor.jsp
	

	Indicate the Faculty or Institute of QUT that you wish to undertake the Research
	

	Qualifications 
	

	Name of Undergraduate Degree (UG) received
	

	UG University
	

	UG Grade Point Average and the Year Obtained 
	

	Name of Highest Postgraduate Degree (PG) received
	

	PG University
	

	PG Grade Point Average and the Year Obtained
	

	Please describe any previous research experience including a thesis as part of your PG degree
	

	Proposed Date of Commencement
	

	Research Higher Degree students may commence on any day, but most QUT-CSC awardees commence in the second period of the QUT academic year.
	Proposed Commencement:

Month:

Year:

	English Language Proficiency
	

	Please tick which English language test you have completed in the last two years.
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         IELTS (Academic)        TOEFL (Internet based)

	Overall Score
	

	Sub-scores
	

	If you have not completed an English language test, please indicate when you intend to undertake an English language test IELTS or TOEFL.
	

	Preliminary Assessment of CSC Requirements
	

	I am currently a citizen and resident of the PR China
	YES/NO

	Less than 35 years of age at the time of application to the China Scholarship Council
	YES/NO

	Not working or studying outside of the PR China
	YES/NO

	Currently an enrolled Masters student or 1st year PhD student at a recognised Chinese university
	YES/NO

	Agree to return to PR China on the completion of the QUT research award
	YES/NO

	Statement by Proposer 

(Please tick the boxes and sign below)
	

	     I have answered all questions truthfully on this form.

    I understand that submission of this form does not guarantee acceptance to a higher degree research award at QUT.
	Title and Name of Proposer:

	Date of Statement of Expression of Interest:


	Signature:


EXPRESSION OF INTEREST ENDS HERE

[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an interesting point. You can position the text box anywhere in the document. Use the Text Box Tools tab to change the formatting of the pull quote text box.]





[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an interesting point. You can position the text box anywhere in the document. Use the Text Box Tools tab to change the formatting of the pull quote text box.]





[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an interesting point. You can position the text box anywhere in the document. Use the Text Box Tools tab to change the formatting of the pull quote text box.]





[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an interesting point. You can position the text box anywhere in the document. Use the Text Box Tools tab to change the formatting of the pull quote text box.]
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